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Roundabouts are a subset of circular 
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RoundaboutsRoundabouts

RotariesRotaries

NeighborhoodNeighborhood
traffic circlestraffic circles

All circularAll circular
intersectionsintersections
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Roundabouts are smaller than RotariesRoundabouts are smaller than Rotaries
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Traffic Circles look good, but….Traffic Circles look good, but….
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Why Consider a Roundabout?Why Consider a Roundabout?
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Some of our experiences…Some of our experiences…

• Be sure you know the 
problem (operations and 
safety) before you create the 
solution.  
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Mini-Roundabout ExamplesMini-Roundabout Examples
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Urban Compact Roundabout
Examples

Urban Compact Roundabout
Examples

West Boca Raton, FLWest Boca Raton, FL

GermanyGermany
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• Intersections having issues 
that make it difficult for 
conventional form will be 
difficult with a roundabout. 

• Designers are often 
reluctant to make 
significant changes.  
The initial plan keeps 
getting tweaked with the 
same end result.
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Urban Single-Lane Roundabout 
Examples
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Santa Barbara, CASanta Barbara, CA

Bend, ORBend, OR
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• Solutions can be 
preconceived.  Perform 
"intersection design 
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“roundabout design 
studies.”
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Rural Single-Lane Roundabout 
Examples
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Lisbon, MDLisbon, MD

Leeds, MDLeeds, MD
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Some of our experiences…Some of our experiences…
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needed for public 
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Urban Double- and Multi-Lane 
Roundabout Examples
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Towson, MDTowson, MD

Avon, COAvon, CO
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Rural Double-Lane Roundabout 
Examples
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Examples

Taneytown, MDTaneytown, MD

The NetherlandsThe Netherlands

AustraliaAustralia
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Public IssuesPublic Issues
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Program DevelopmentProgram Development
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Multilane Roundabouts--Path overlapMultilane Roundabouts--Path overlap
PreferredPreferred

UndesirableUndesirable
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Path Overlap Issues:
Clearwater, FL
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Path Overlap Fixes:
Clearwater, FL
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Conclusion/DiscussionConclusion/Discussion

• Roundabouts have many potential 
applications when considered thoughtfully

• Roundabouts integrate pedestrians and 
bikes as integral components

• There are a variety of types for a variety of 
locations

• Pending research will focus on US 
locations and experiences
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The future of roundabouts in the U.S.?The future of roundabouts in the U.S.?

SwindonSwindon, England, England
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Swindon, England (with traffic)Swindon, England (with traffic)
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